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Pabst, Gene

To: Catherine Underlin
Subject: RE: more phase | sites

Catherine, | did find some information about 504 & 506 W. College from 1990 when someone apparently
discharged some gasoline down the sanitary sewer. | will fax this over in a few minutes. | did not find anything
for 600 W. College.

Gene

————— Criginal Message--—-- ,
From: Catherine Underlin [mailto:underlin@environmentalworks.com]
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2005 4:20 PM

To: Pabst, Gene

Subject: more phase I sites

| have two more site | need information regarding environmental issues concerning the sanitary sewers in
the area.

504 and 506 College Street
600 College Sireet

Thanks. Have a great weekend.

Catherine S. Underlin

Associate Environmental Scientist
Environmental Works, Inc
417-890-9500

417-823-9659 (fax)
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CITY of
SPRINGFIELD
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February 23, 1990

Joan Hennis

Joan's Lounge

584 College

Springfield, Missouri 65806

Dear Ms. Hennis:

This letter will confirm our conversations on February 22, 1998
concerning the gasoline odor problem from the previous night. The
odor problem, which appeares to be from the stool seal in the
womens restroom also indicates a potential for a very dangerous
explosive situation and is a vital concern of this office. We
determined City Utilities responded to your problem during the
evening of February 21, the Public Works night crew responded and
flushed the sanitary sewer behind your building. City Utilities
also cut the natural gas supply to the water heater and furnace.

The first priority should be the replacement of the wax seal
under the stool in the womens restroom. Without a vapor tight
seal vapors can enter the lounge and create a dangerous situation
to both health and property. In this case apparently gasoline
odors entered your building but the possibility of naturally
occuring gases in sanitary sewer systems that have no odor and
equal potential for destruction also exist, Also, while
residential and commercial customers usually do not discharge
hazardous products to the sanitary sewer it occasionally does
occur, and sometimes two acceptable wastes can combine in the
sewer system to create a hazardous waste.

If this situation should reoccur you should call the following:

1. Springfield Fire Department
911

2. Water Pollution Control
864-1924 (normal work hours)
864-104@ Fire Department, ask for pager 257

This section has a representative on call 24 hours a day.

If you have any questions please call 864-1924.

5734' 0/.6%41%7e>

Department of Public Works 830 Boonville Springfield, Missouri 66802 (417) 864-1300



Yours truly,

STophon 4ot

Stephen Short
Water Pollution Control Inspector

cc Robert Schaefer, P.E., Superintendent of Sanitary Services
Randy Lyman, Sewer Surveillance and Billing Supervisor
file (2)



Fabruary 22 158

Meme o File:s

Fret Sob Oolleoge

1
il

Fhe David D7Neill mMome at BRI-2784 to inform them of

rverd by this office in his buildinog. We ob-

~oblem ab
a 1.5 inch pvo drain in the south end of the bhassment
v odid not have any fi tached to it. There was &
hole in the ground level +tloor a the Lrap. The oococupants
of S04 . owWhio share a common b thes
previous oocupant of 5046 College reported gasoline odors in
e e i The womsEn who answared the phone said she
would give this information to Mr. Onesill. I oave har owre
phone numbsr 4+ he had any guestions.

chuwre at

ove

Az,

Toll

Stephan Shoeb
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February 22. 1920

Memo to Fil
504 Colleoe

This office received a call at about 093135 from ths owner of
Joan®s Lounoe. 504 College, Ms. Joan Hennis. She had re-
ceived our number from a City Utilities gas man the night be-
fore when she reported gasoline cdors in the womens restroom.
City Utilities cubt off the gas to the water heater and tur—
mace in the building. The night crew was ocalled and they
Flushed and vented ths manhols behind the bar. I contacted
Ms. Hennis and learned what had happened the night before.
The Firs Department was called when [ detesrmined they had nob
heen called during the incident, Fire Marshal Harris re-—
spondsd to bthe requesh. Before he arrived abt the scens 1
tested for L.EL. s in area manholes. I oot & 3% in marnhols
neo. 52 locsted bshind the bar and 04 in bhe nexst downstream
manhml@, Nei.  Sb. Fire Marshal Herris and I inspected the
vest hald of the building (504 Collegs) as it is vacant but
M:u Mennis reportsd the former tenant reported casoline odors
on saveral occasions. Unlike 504, 53046 Collsoge has a bhase-—
ment. We discovered the building sewer exits the buillding in
the spoutheastern portion of the basement. We alzo chserved a
1.5 inch pve drain that had served a fisture on the first
floor southwest cornar. The fivturs was gone but the drain
appeared to be open. The buildings owner M. Dave O 'meill
will e contacted about this problem and the ﬂpal undsr ths
womaens stoonl in 504, At 185:230 a second inspection of the
manholes was conducted. I vbhserved a 04 L.E.L. in both man-

i

holes 24 and S2.

:—L‘r[

SBtephen Short
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February 22. 1920

Memo Lo File
R S04 Colleoe

Y p o

I contacted Waldo Hawkins, Night Supervisor., about the 2/2
problem at 304 Collesae, He stated the gas problem was vary
stirong in the manholes, as well as the bulilding., They
flushed the line hehind the building approcimately nine times
and left the lid off of manhole 52 for several hours. He
said he parked a truchk over the manhols during this time
whioch was prudent dus to the foolb btraffic in bthe ar=a. Waldo
contirmed the wamsens restroom in 504 Collesage was the only
place in the bulldigog whers he

S04 W, @‘//47@
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CITY of
SPRINGFIELD

%

Mr. Dave O'Neill
3306 Independence
Springfield, Missouri

February 26, 1990

Re: 504 and 586 Col lege

Dear Mr. O'Neill:

This letter will confirm the phone conversation held with
your wife on February 22, 1990, explaining the apparent
plumbing problem in 506 College. During a joint inspection

by this office and Fire Marshal Harris an uncapped sanitary
waste drain, or dry water trap, was observed near the inte-
rior southwest corner basement wall of 506 College. The
drain appears to remain after a plumbing fixture on the first
floor was removed.

The inspection noted above was due to the investigation of
gasoline odors in Joan's Lounge at 504 College. The gasoline
fumes apparently entered the Lounge due to a defective wax
ring under the stool in the womens restroom. The inspection
of your building was due to the reported comment by a former
tenant of 506 College that they smelled gasoline odors in the
basement on several occasions.

This office is currently searching for the source of the

gasoline in the sanitary sewer. Historically, these investi-
gations frequently last for several months or years and some-
times the source is never located. The potential for explo-

sive or toxic gases in the sanitary sewer are always present.
The integrity of the building sewer plumbing prevents these
vapors from entering the structure.

You should immediately, if not already repaired, correct the
problem in the drain at 506 College.

| f you have any questions please feel free to call 864-1924.
Yours truly,

Stephen Short
Water Pollution Control Inspector

Surveil lance and Enforcement
cc Robert Schaefer, P.E., Supt. of Sanitary Services
Randy Lyman, Sewer Surveillance and Billing Supervisor
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